INTRODUCTION

after various partings and reunions and partings again,
after torturing and loving and hating one another, are
left together as the curtain falls, laughing. Different
minds found different meanings in this laughter.
Some considered it to be directed against Ernest,
Gilda's husband, and the time-honoured friend of all
three. If so, it was certainly cruel, and in the worst
possible taste. Some saw in it a lascivious anticipation
of a sort of triangular carnal frolic. Others, with less
ribald imaginations, regarded it as a meaningless and
slightly inept excuse to bring the curtain down. I as
author, however, prefer to think that Gilda and Otto
and Leo were laughing at themselves.
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